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Sponsored by Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun 
Violence and the Latino Victory Project, this 
survey examined public opinions of Texas 
Hispanics/Latinos centered on the intersection  
of gun violence, hate and motivations to vote.
The study was conceived less than a month following the 
mass shooting in El Paso and conducted by AudienceNet 
and Mosaic Media Strategy Group. The findings reported 
here came from 1,022 interviews of self-reported registered 
(current or planning to prior to the next election) Texas 
voters, with interviews conducted between September 6 
and 13, 2019 after both the El Paso (August 1) and Midland–
Odessa (August 31) mass shootings. 

Survey respondents were recruited via AudienceNet’s network 
of ESOMAR accredited social & consumer research panels 
vetted for quality in prior AudienceNet surveys and fully 
compliant with ESOMAR social and consumer research panel 
standards. The research was administered via an interactive 
online survey and all respondents were incentivized for their 
participation. To ensure a representative sample, age and 
gender quotas were enforced and data was weighted by 
Texas geographic areas using registered voter numbers from 
the U.S. Bureau of the Census Current Population Survey 
for November 2018. The eight geographic areas included 
six individual metro areas (Houston, Dallas-Ft. Worth, San 
Antonio, Austin, South Texas/Rio Grande Valley and El Paso), 
all other smaller metro areas combined, and all remaining 
non-metro counties combined.
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The 10-minute interview used the following logical sequence:

1. Qualifying questions on ethnicity and voter registrations 
status;

2. Selected demographics on location of residence, 
employment, education, presence of children in the 
household, income, and cultural identity and competence;

3. General political ideology and viewpoints, past voting, 
future voting intentions and motivations/deterrents, and 
opinions on issues;

4. Specific 2020 voting intentions;

5. Awareness of, views and perceived effects about recent 
mass shootings, opinions on gun laws;

6. Wide ranging questions on the condition of Latinos in the 
U.S. and Texas; and

7. Specific questions about the El Paso mass shooting.

This survey’s findings attest to the growing importance and 
potential impact of the Latino electorate. Based on past 
patterns from the presidential elections of 2012 and 2016 
and the off-year elections of 2010, 2014 and 2018, we project 
that in November 2020, there will be between 3.5 million and 
3.9 million Hispanic registered voters in Texas, representing 
between 26% and 29% of the state’s total registered voters.

This survey has uncovered a highly motivated Hispanic/
Latino electorate in Texas for whom the intersection of gun 
violence and anti-Latino racism is a significant concern, who 
believe hate crimes have increased in recent years and that 
their community is a target, and who identify gun violence 
and stronger gun laws among the top issues influencing how 
they will vote in 2020. The high level of motivation and the 
projected growth of the Hispanic electorate will be pivotal in 
the 2020 elections.
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G U N V I O L E N C E & H AT E

Executive Summary

Research among a representative sample of Texas Latino voters 
showed a high level of political engagement in the community, 
with 88% of survey respondents saying they will likely vote in the 
2020 presidential election. The heightened level of engagement 
compared to 2016 is further evident in the finding that 52% said 
they feel much more motivated to vote in 2020 than they did  
in 2016.

Representation matters to Latino voters in Texas, 6 in 10 believe 
there are not enough Hispanics/Latinos representing them, and 
there is clear dissatisfaction with current representation as only 17% 
said they feel that politicians care about their views. 

Healthcare, gun violence, immigration, education and racism/anti-
immigration attitudes are among the top issues for these voters in 
2020. Notably, 59% of survey respondents said mass shootings 
and strengthening gun laws are critical to how they will vote.

VO T I N G & K E Y I S S U ES

81% of survey participants stated that they are concerned about 
gun violence driven by racism. 

When asked directly about the El Paso shooting, 80% responded 
that they felt personally affected by the attack. 83% expressed 
concern that other Latino communities might be targeted in similar 
attacks and 85% said they thought mass shootings like those in 
El Paso and Midland-Odessa would continue to happen unless 
changes were made.

At 80%, the vast majority of Texas Latinos surveyed agreed that 
stricter gun laws are necessary, with only 5% saying they felt gun 
laws should be less restrictive. Additionally, 60% believe the NRA 
yields too much influence on US gun policy. 

82% of Latino voters surveyed felt that President Trump was at 
least partially responsible for increases in anti-immigrant and anti-
Latino rhetoric. While 72% felt that President Trump has made life 
more difficult for Latinos living in the U.S.

4 T E X A S  L A T I N O S  O N  G U N  V I O L E N C E  A N D  H A T E



5 T E X A S  L A T I N O S  O N  G U N  V I O L E N C E  A N D  H A T E

Methodology & Sample

M E T RO S

HOUSTON-BEAUMONT 22%
SAN ANTONIO 20%
SOUTH TEXAS -RGV 18%
DALLAS-FORT WORTH 14%

18-24

15%
25-34

25
%

35-44

27
%

45-54

15%

55+

19%

Women

53%
men 

47%

EL PASO 8%
OTHER METRO 5%
NON-METRO 7%

G E N D E R AG E P O L I T I C A L V I E WS

L I V I N G  W I T H  S C H O O L-AG E D  C H I L D R E N

•Net progressive

•Net conservative

•Moderate/ 
    in the middle

•Unsure/prefer 
    not to say

31%

29%

25%

15%

NO

53%
Yes 

47%
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Gun Violence, Racism, Hate & President Trump

C O N C E R N WAS M O R E P R E VA L E N T A M O N G WO M E N 
C O M PA R E D W I T H M E N

WO M E N W E R E M O R E L I K E LY T O B E L I E V E 
P R ES I D E N T T R U M P WAS R ES P O N S I B L E 
C O M PA R E D W I T H M E N

81%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S E X P R ES S E D C O N C E R N AT T H E 
T H R E AT O F  G U N V I O L E N C E ,  D R I V E N BY R A C I S M.

82%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S R E P O RT E D H O L D I N G 

P R ES I D E N T T R U M P PA RT LY R ES P O N S I B L E 
F O R T H E I N C R E AS E  I N  A N T I- I M M I G R A N T,  

A N T I-L AT I N O L A N G UAG E .

  72%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S AG R E E D  T H AT P R ES I D E N T 
T R U M P H A D M A D E L I F E  M O R E D I F F I C U LT F O R 
T H E L AT I N O  P O P U L AT I O N ,  L I V I N G  I N  T H E U S. 

  74%
O F L AT I N O  VO T E R S I N  T E X AS F E E L T H AT 
T H E R E H AS B E E N  A N  I N C R E AS E I N  H AT E 
C R I M ES I N  R E C E N T Y E A R S. 

Latino voters over the age of 55 were most 
concerned (85%).

Women

Women

Men

Men

85%

85%

76%

79%
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Gun Violence, Racism, Hate & President Trump 
T E X AS  L AT I N O VO T E R S I N  T H E I R OW N WO R D S

“People who have immigrated from 
Mexico are getting the majority of 
hate because that is the country 
Trump intends to build a wall 
between. Any Mexican is assumed 
automatically as having illegally 
come to the United States which 
is absolutely not the case.”

“Trump pushes 
discrimination.”

“I have experienced 
more racism on a 
personal level in 
the past 3-4 years 
than I had in my 
entire life.”

“Because the current president 
says that we're criminals and 
want to steal American 
people’s jobs.”

“There is more 
racism towards 
Mexican Americans 
than 4 years ago.”
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Gun Violence Reform

T H O S E AG E D B E T W E E N 45 A N D 54 H A D T H E 
L OW ES T L E V E L O F  S U P P O RT F O R G U N R E F O R M

80%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S AG R E E D T H AT S T R I C T E R G U N 
L AWS  A R E N E C ES SA RY.  M O R E  T H A N H A L F (52%) 
O F  R ES P O N D E N T S S TAT E D T H AT T H E Y F E LT G U N 

L AWS S H O U L D B E S I G N I F I C A N T LY S T R I C T E R.

6%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S W E R E  O F  T H E  V I E W 

T H AT G U N L AWS S H O U L D B E  L ES S S T R I C T.

61%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S AG R E E W I T H T H E 
F O L L OW I N G S TAT E M E N T:  “T H E N R A 

(N AT I O N A L R I F L E  AS S O C I AT I O N) H AS  
T O O M U C H I N F L U E N C E O N G U N 

L E G I S L AT I O N I N  T H E U.S.” 

Women

18-24

Men

45-54

85%

82%

74%

76%

T H E R E WAS  S O M E W H AT M O R E S U P P O RT F O R  
S T R I C T E R  G U N  L AWS  A M O N G  WO M E N

Women were more likely to support stricter gun 
legislation (85%) than men (74%). 
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El Paso Shooting

WO M E N E X P R ES S E D G R E AT E R C O N C E R N A B O U T 
L AT I N O C O M M U N I T I ES B E I N G TA RG E T E D F O R 
S I M I L A R AT TA C KS

80%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S SA I D T H E Y  

F E LT P E R S O N A L LY A F F E C T E D BY  
T H E S H O O T I N G S I N  E L PAS O.

83%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S SA I D T H E Y A R E  C O N C E R N E D 
T H AT O T H E R L AT I N O C O M M U N I T I ES M I G H T B E 

TA RG E T E D F O R S I M I L A R AT TA C KS.

85%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S AG R E E D W I T H T H E  
S TAT E M E N T:  S H O O T I N G S L I K E  T H ES E  
W I L L C O N T I N U E T O H A P P E N U N L ES S  

A C H A N G E I S  M A D E.

Further, there is a 10% gender gap in those very 
concerned for future attacks of this kind, as 55%  
of men are very concerned compared with 65%  
of women.

Women

Women

Men

Men

86%

87%

73%

79%

WO M E N  W E R E M O R E L I K E LY T O SAY T H E Y F E LT  
P E R S O N A L LY A F F E C T E D  BY T H E S H O O T I N G S  T H A N M E N
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El Paso Shooting 
T E X AS  L AT I N O VO T E R S I N  T H E I R OW N WO R D S

“It forced a fear in me to seclude myself 
from predominantly large "Latino" 
areas in case those areas/stores were 
targeted next. I have never previously 
felt fear in being among my own people 
because of racist Americans…”

“I have started to realize 
that Hispanics are being 
targeted and I worry 
about my safety.”

“After hearing what happened 
and how the shooter was against 
immigrants, it frightened me that 
it might happen in my city as well. 
Many shootings after that one 
happened targeting Latinos, which 
made it hard for me to go out with 
my baby and to be able to feel safe.”

“I felt like that could have 
been me or my family because 
of my race.”

“I feel sad and angry 
and confused as to why 
no one does anything 
about gun violence.”

“I live in a Texas border city 
where majority of the residents 
are Hispanic and/or Mexican and 
this event terrifies me that we 
could be next.”
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Voting and Important Issues 

88%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S S TAT E D T H AT 
T H E Y I N T E N D E D T O VO T E  I N  T H E 

2020 E L E C T I O N W I T H A H I G H 
P RO P O RT I O N (72%)  SAY I N G 

T H E Y WO U L D D E F I N I T E LY VO T E.

Likelihood to vote was lower among  
those living in low income households 
(79% for those earning under $19,999  
and 93% for those earning $100,000+).

VO T I N G I N T E N T I O N WAS H I G H ES T 
A M O N G T H E O L D E R AG E G RO U P S

55+ 90%
45-54 92%
18-24 82%

52%
At 27% each the key reasons that might influence those less motivated  
not to vote were (a) not having a candidate they felt excited about or  
(b) not feeling their vote would make a difference.

T H E R E M A I N I N G 48% W E R E  S P L I T:

SA I D T H E Y F E LT S I G N I F I C A N T LY M O R E 
M O T I VAT E D T O VO T E  I N  T H E U P C O M I N G  
2020 P R ES I D E N T I A L E L E C T I O N,  C O M PA R E D 
W I T H H OW T H E Y H A D F E LT I N  2016. 

somewhat  
more motivated17% the same level  

of motivation24% less 
motivated17%

59%
O F R ES P O N D E N T S S TAT E D  T H AT T H E I S S U E O F  M AS S S H O O T I N G S  

A N D T H E N E E D  F O R  S T R E N G T H E N I N G  G U N  L AWS W I L L B E  O N E 
O F  T H E P R I M A RY I S S U ES I N F L U E N C I N G  T H E I R  VO T E.

When asked to prioritize the top 3 issues for them in the 2020 election, 
the following issues were seen as being most important:

50% |  H E A LT H CA R E

40% |  G U N V I O L E N C E

38% |  I M M I G R AT I O N

28% |  E D U CAT I O N

27% |  R A C I S M A N D A N T I  I M M I G R AT I O N AT T I T U D ES
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representation 

OV E R 

60%
O F T E X AS L AT I N O S F E E L  

T H AT T H E R E  A R E  N O T  
E N O U G H H I S PA N I C/L AT I N O 

R E P R ES E N TAT I V ES I N  
U .S.  P O L I T I C S

H OW E V E R,  O N LY  

17%
B E L I E V E T H AT P O L I T I C I A N S  
C A R E A B O U T T H E I R V I E WS

 

69%
B E L I E V E T H AT T H E 

D E C I S I O N S P O L I T I C I A N S 
M A K E H AV E A N I M PA C T O N 

T H E I R L I V ES D I R E C T LY
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